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King William in his Speech to both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, the gth of December 1698, ſaid, ; 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


Think it would be happy, if ſome Effectual Expedient could be found 
for imploying the Poor, which might tend to the great Tncreaſe of our 
Manufactures, as well as remove a heavy Burden from the People. 
I hope alſo you will employ your Thoughts about ſome good Bills for the 
a+ 29 agg of Trade, and for the further diſcourageing of Vite and Pros 
aneneis. : ; 


'The Lord Chief Juftice Hale, in his Diſcourſe for im- 
OY ploying the Poor, ſaid, 


iſt, They that are Rich, are Stewards of their Wealth; and they that are 
wile are Stewards of their Wiſdom, unto that greet Maſter of the Family of 
Heaven and Earth, to whom they muſt give an Account of both: And one 
(I am ſure ) of the beft Accounts they can give of both, is to implöy them 
in the Reformation and Relief of thoſe that want both, or either. Am 
I my Brother's Keeper? was the Anſwer of One of the worſt of Men. ; 

zd, It would be a Work of great Humanity, we owe to thoſe of our own 
Nature as we are Men, and that as well becomes a Chriſtian as any; and the 
Hl Proviſion for the Poor in England, is one of the greateſt Reproaches to 
our Chriſtian Profeſſion. on | gf.” 

3d, The Want of a due Proviſion for Education and Relief of the Poor in 
a Way of Induſtry, is that which Fills the Jails with Malefactors, and the 
Kingdom with idle Perſons that conſume the Stock of the Kingdom, with- 
out improving it; and that will daily encreaſe, even to a Defolation in Time. 
And this Error in the firſt Concoction, is never remediable but by Gibbets, 
and Whipping: But a ſound prudent Method, for an induſtrious Education of 
the Poor, will give a better Remedy aga inſt thefe Corruptions, than all the Gib- 
bets and uhipping Poſts in the Kingdom; for as and uneducated 
Perſons increaſe, the Multitude of Malefactors will increaſe, notwithſtand- 
ing the Examples of Severity. „ 


Sr. Joſiah Child faith in his Diſcourſe about the Poor. 


And if a whole Seſſion of Parliament were imployed on this ſingular Con- 
eern, I think ( ſa ich he) it would be Time ſpent as much to the Glory of 
God, and Good of this Nation, as in any Thing that noble and worthy 
Patriots of their Country can be engaged in. „„ | 


Here are ftrong and aer Lines in Behalf of the Poor, by a power- 
ful King an honourable Judge, and one of the greateſt Merchants. 4 


No Man need be aſhamed to eſpouſe the ame Cauſe with ſuch Advocates, 
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PROPOSAL 

Of a Method for a Profitable Im- 
ployment of the Poor, in Colledges 
of Induſtry, 


Y collecting of all Sorts of Mechanicks and 
Husbandmen, in a due Proportion to the Oc- 
caſion that there may be for each Trade and 
ll. Tmployment among them, upon ſuch a Quan- 
þ tity of Land, that with their Labour upon it, it will 
raiſe them all the Materials needful for their Sub- 
ſiſtence; As if they were to plant a new Colony. | 


The 5 Advantages I propoſe by & Colledge of 
Induſtry, are no leſs than all that the 95 . 
Want, or that the Rich can reaſonably deſire. 


| 1 | F Prove theſ Propoſiti- 
The 5 Advantages are, | ons thus, ele 5 Lropoutt 


| po 1ſt, Becauſe they cannot 
iſt, That the Poor will want Work there any Time of 


have conſtant Imploy * | the Tear, they having al the 
ment. - \ Conveniencies for Life „ To 
raiſe for themſelves and their 
| Founders, A 2 2a, 
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2d, That they will have 
2 conſtant Vent, for what 
Manufactures or Food 


they will or can raiſe more. 


then they uſe themſelves. 


3d, That they will have 
Plenty of Food, as well 


as all. other Neceſlaries. 
for themſelves and their 


Children, without Eating 


the Bread of others, but 


railing their own. 


ath, There may be a 


good Education for. their 


Children. 


5th, There may be a 
conſiderable Profit for 
their Founders, that ſhall 
ſo imploy them. 
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 Hasbaridry, they 
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24, Becauſe whatever my 
raiſe more than they ſpend, 


za, For. as a proportton- 
able Part of them are im- 
ployed upon the Land in 
will raife 
Food ſufficient for the whole 
Society. 


4th, There may be all Con- 


Over ſight, both in Vertue and 
Induſtry, equal if not better 
than in any other Method of Se- 
, tlement. | 


&c. ſpend much more than the 
Labourers. „ 
Therefare it may well be con- 


Mechanicks can raiſe all the 
Neceſſaries of Life for. 2000 
Perſons, ſo then the Labour of 
the other 1000 Perſons may 
| be. reckoned Profit to the Founs 
ders. „„ 

But if we reckon 500 of theſe 


4 Poor to be azed, fickh, and In- 


fants with neceſſary Offers, 


* will pay tbe Founders ſufficiently, 


| and for Rent,ithe Labour / 500 


his 


their Founders will gladly re- 
ceive it, (and the more the 
better) at being all Profit to 


veniences for Inſtruction and 


th, It being plain that the ; 
Mobility, Gentry, Shop keepers, 


* 
r ay _ 1 — _ - py * 2 * = * * — 1 
1 1 ee * r n Fade away = - vas vu" wv * —_—* " ” 4 D — 4 7 + ret Ra 
4 ar —— * 3 a = . — 2 NN 3 5 e at e Th. 
OW ” - \ * i oe. r ? "> 7 = * NM * 8 Sa SEN 
. : p > — We * a — VR <2 24% e * % ene, TI Wr I 20s” 9 2 HAS 3 2 . ” 3 
a r — — A n LR hay r „ 7 as „ I Wc SE 
* 11 N WOK» - TY ann — wth 2 = 5 pn PS. ap. . po wife 


cluded, that Iooo Labourers or © 


nnn |, . >” rams. 
=; * hs eg IRS 


1 
- 'S 
3 # 
a 7 
. he 
oF: 
* 
7 
* 8 
oF | 
3 5 
7: 
N 
* 
> 4 1 
* 2 
3 
3 
, 
# 


and a half, it is a Treaſure in our own Country, we need 


ah I» wa, & ws 
pe * 


ö 
a ; 
— 


This Method will appear the more neceſſary, if we 
conſider, That to increaſe our Manufactures, without 
increaſing our Husbandry, we ſhall come to ſhort Al- 
lowance (as they do at Sea when they ſet 5 or 6 Men 
to 4:Mens Meſs) by placing more Men. to Table, 
without putting any more Food there. ; 
Therefore as Imploying our Poor is highly needful, 
ſo todo it in a regular Method is as needful ; that the 
Poor may not ſtarve for want of Bread, by wanting 
of Vent for their Manufactures, when the Market ſhall 
be overſtockt, as is often Times the Caſe. : 
By which it appears, that Imyloying our indigent 
Poor in Manufactures and Husbandry, in a due Pro- 
portion to their Wants. of both, is the moſt certain 
Way of Imploying them with Advantage. 
For as theſe Poor are thrown out of any Trade, as. 
being more than ſufficient to ſupply the general Want 
of the Nation; ſo the Collecting of thoſe ſupernumera- 
ry expelled Poor, into ſuch a Colledge of Induſtry, will 
enable them to live in Plenty of all Things, as much 
as the Reſt of the Kingdom doth. „ 
One bright Pattern will ſhine to every County of the 
Kingdom; and when the Method ſhall be thoroughly 
tryed, if it ſucceeds well, it will make them fond 
of ſuch Settlements among them. iz 4 3. 
Our Forreſts and great Commons, which lye much of 


them as waſte Land, if they were made lyable to be divid- 


ed by a Writ of Partition, in proportion to every One's 
Right,much of thoſe Lands would be greatly improved. 
have computed in another Treatiſe that the Nation 
loſeth five Millions Sterling in a Year, 
By wanting a good Method for the Imploying of the 


Poor. ; ; | | | f 
But if it is but half that Sum, that is two Millions 


not 
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Twenty Shillings a Year at 6 pr. Ct. Intereſt upon In- 
tereſt in 58 Years comes to Five Hundred Pounßc. 
And a 1001. a Year ſaved, at the ſame Rate and in 
the ſame Time will raiſe Fifty Thouſand Punx. 
Therefore 2 Millions and a half got or ſa ved yearly by a 
ſuitable Imployment of the Poor on ManufaQtures and 
Husbandry would in that Proportion in 58 Years, cometo 
one Choufand two hundred and fifty Wilifons Sterling. 
Which is 4 times as much, as all the Lands in the King. 
dom are now worth ; for if they are 15 Millions a Year | 
at 20 Years Purchaſe, that comes but to 300 Millions. 

"Whereas in 58 Years time ſuch a Body as our preſent 
idle Poor, if they were imployed about it, would be able 
to turn all our waft and unimproved Lands (which ſome 
think may be near a quarter Part of the Lands in the 
Kingdom) into fruitfal Fields, Orchards, and Gardens, and 
their mean Cottages into Colledges, and fill our Barns with 
Plenty of Bread, and our Store-houfes with Manufac- 
tures, which would greatly incourage the Increaſe: of 
our People, and the Strength, and Riches of the Nation. 
Our Riches conſiſt very little in our Money, in Com- 
pariſon of the other Parts of our Eſtates: For what is 

14 Millions of Money in this Kingdom, to 400 Millions 

Which the Lands and Stock of Goods and Cattle, &c. 
may be valued at; or the Money that every Man is Maſter 
of, in Compariſon of the Value of all the reſt of his 
Eſtate, in Land, Houſing or Goods. 
By which it may appear what Sort of Forreign'T 
as well as what Sort of Imployment of our People, hat 
moſt increaſed the Value of the Kingdom, fince it w 
2 Wilderneſs and firft inhabited. _ 
It being, what our Anceſtors did, or e have done to 

improve our Lands, Houſing, Cr. that is no account. 

| 7 | ed 


not run the H 


ed our chief Riches: But 
wbich they or We have 1 import 


| 1 left us of their good 


T Pleaſure,) they are 
Expences, that have added little of IO to the ro- 
ſent r Valve of the Kingdom. 8 


Our ſorelgn Trade, as well as the e of-c our 
People at Home, may be conſidered under 3 Heads. 


iſt, Thoſe which give a "neceſſary Supply for our 
preſent. Subſiſtence, Pleaſure, or Curioſity, which are 
our yearly Expences : Of which nothing deſcends to 
our Heirs. _ 
2d, Thoſe which transfer any 1 to our Poſterity; 72 
E be accounted a laſting ee to the King- 
om. 
3d, Thoſe which run into the Exceſs of Pride and 


Luxury, and ſuch Trades or Imployments will then be our 


Extrayagancy, and tend to impoveriſh Us and our Poſ- 
r and conſequently ſo far the Publick ſuffers, _ 
For tho? ſome. Traders may grow rich, by ſupplying | 
Fuel to our Vanities and Exceſſes, as when the Dealers 
e 85 Thouſand Pounds by Flanders Lace, Claret, 
55 t ſers ſpends 100 Thouland Pounds them, 
and conſequently ſink. their Eſtates (if not their own 
Health) from their Heirs Dare Expences, double to 
what the Dealers get for theirs by ſelling of them. 
When the Timber, Iron, and other laſting Commo- 
dites that have been fetched from Stwedelaya, and Nar- 


we and other Places; and thoſe raiſed at Home for 


| Building: with other improvements on the Lands, &. 
are the valuable Monuments which our Predeceflors have 
Husbandry and Improyement. 
N if every Man in the World had à Milkion of Money, 
ere ould not be one Pound of Bread, nor an Inch of Cloth, 
ottage the more for it, to fapport the Life of one Man. 


zrefore except a ä * of thoſe Moneyed Men 
become 


_ 


. 


Not ap = The Peefort Mime, 508 772 Tack Piri ben, 
127 may cont inuę to Poſterity, by which they will not only 
ſhew their Charities to others, but by it they will make Pro- 


1 _ » *viſton for many of 9 own. Heirs, and Poſterity, that may 


Come to want it: R will be ar Enta ig 0 mY 
no Fines 00 cut off "=O 
For as ners Are no Peet now;. WU wy Anceſtor 
have been Rich; neither gre there now any Rich, bat: Cain 
of their Anceſtots have and ſome of their Poſterity 
or Heirs, will, or may — 4 tc: 2 12866 39 119 


172 And it is greatly diſnonourable to a Chriſtian and louri 
ene A dur Streets t many miſerable a ny 
le at as well as Cheats, that frequently appear be | 


ement were given by the Legiſlature for any 
84 0 ry in th Aach and Husbandry, it would 


= JO RO n Sie Effects, poſſibly to double the Conveniencies 
F they have with kae ame abs f, and therefore fo double. the 
* RE *Peo le that have them now. 3 ſont 
' Suppreſing of Saw-Mills I account a Treat Tal to thi | 
5 ation, by which 2 of Balle Boards we uſe are bs in 
4 oreign Countries, and our . Buildin uſes and Shi 
F e are the more chargeable, Nee Mad Rich 
R aft ſhortening of Labour are as unreaſonable, a8 
to all w that every labouring Man ſhould tye one Hand 
behind bim, that two Men might be imploꝶ din on«Body's 
Work, which would be to make the Rich poar, by doubling 
N. e for the ſane Reaſor 
1 1 N mou . Ts Sol; Sets appoint a 
+./ Committee te wy rar es 22 i 


ſe, and io recerve what 
© "iſe: maybe: e . wal N 
_m e 25 e 58 ak * 


bn — . 0 > 2 


I = os. 


* 
17 


* by 8 4 
= 


925 


wi. * 
"> 


1 5 co 


4 


To 


3277 


WiSe EPR os 


= 


